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spare the time he would go to the temples to make offerings to
atone for his crimes.
One day he said to Liu Kuei's wife: "Though I was a highway-
man once, I know well the maxim that each act of injustice must
be atoned for, just as a debt must be paid. In my career of evil
in the past I have done nothing worse than thieving and robbing
except in two cases. In each case I was responsible for killing a
man and in one of them I was indirectly responsible for two other
lives. These lives have weighed on my mind and I shall not be
able to rest in peace until I have hired some priests to pray for
their souls."
"How were you responsible for destroying two lives?" Liu
Kuei's wife asked.
"One is, as you know, your husband, whom I killed in the forest
when he rushed at me. He was an old man and had done nothing
against me. His soul must be crying for revenge, especially since
I have taken his wife."
"What is done cannot be undone," Liu Kuei's wife said. "More-
over, if you had not killed him we would not have become man
and wife. Let us say no more about that. But who was the other
man that you killed?"
"It was even a greater crime," the robber said, "for it caused
two innocent persons to be put to death." Then he went on and
told her about the murder of Liu Kuei, for he was in fact the
man who stole into Liu Kuei's house on that fatal night and mur-
dered him in order to make his escape. "These are the worst crimes
in my life as a highwayman," he concluded. "I must do something
for their souls."
"So this is the man who killed my husband and caused the un-
just deaths of Erh Chieh and that young man," Liu Kuei's wife
wailed to herself. "Since I was partly responsible for their deaths
by my false testimony, their spirits must also hold me respon-
sible." However, she said nothing of her thoughts to the robber
but watched her opportunity. When it came she went to the pre-
fect's yamen and shouted for justice.
There was then a new prefect for Unanfu, who had been in Ms